,g#*% tists-"not quite a satisfyingly exact figure," notes Stern.
"We have some information about the number of students with disabilities who enter engineering school, but no information on the number who exit with degrees," says Stern. "And that's the bottom line."
Along with gathering this kind of data, says Stern, "we want to find out where kids are getting stopped in the pipeline" on the way to an engineering career.
"There are a lot ofgatekeepers along the way who can discourage people with disabilitiesparents, teachers, counselors," she says. Malzahn agrees.
"Engineering coursework is difficult," he says, "and some say, 'life's already hard; why make it harder?"' There's another, more subtle force at work as well, he says. "What's lacking for many students with disabilities is the vision that they can be technically oriented individuals," says Malzahn. "Society's approach to the disabled is 'you can get things done with the help of others.' "Naturally, this leads you to focus on your social skills. It 
